THE ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY OF INDIA
Multln is known by several different names, but all of
them refer either to Vishnu or the Sun, the latter being the
great object of worship in the famous temple that once crown-
ed the citadel, Abu RMn mentions the names of Kasyapa-
pura, Hansapura, Bhtigapura, and Sambapura, to which I may
add, Prahlddpura and Adyasthdna. According to the tradi-
tions of the people, Kasyapa-pura was founded by Kasyapa,
who was the father of the twelve Adityas or Sun-gods, by Aditi>
and of the Daityas, or Titans, by Diti, He was succeeded by
his eldest son, the Daitya, named Hiranya~Kasipu> who is
famous throughout India for his denial of the omnipresence of
Vishnu, which led to manifestation of the Narasinha, or * 'Man-
lion" avat&r. He was followed by his still more famous son
Prahlcida, the ardent worshipper of Vishnu, after whom the
city was named Prahlftdapwa. His great-grandson, Bdna
commonly called B&n& the A sur, was the unsuccessful anta-
gonist of Krishna, who took possession of the kingdom of
Multan. Here S&mbaf the son of Krishna, established himself
in the grove of Mitra-vana and by assiduous devotion to Mitra,
or the "Sun," was cured of his leprosy. He then erected a
golden statue of Mtira, in a temple named Adpastkdw, or the
"First Shrine," and the worship of the Sun thus began by
Sdmba, has continued at MultSn down to the present day.
The story of Sdmba the son of Krishna, is told in the
Bhdvishya Purdna,*- but as it places the Mitm-vana, or "Sun-
grove," on the bank of the Chandrabhaga, or Chendb river, its
composition must be assigned as comparatively late period,
when all remembrance of the old course of the Rdvi flowing
past Multin had died away. We know, however, from other
sources, that the Sun-worship at MultSn must be very ancient.
In the seventh century Hwen Thsang found a magnificent
temple with a golden statue of the god most richly adorned,
I. Wilted, 'Asiatic Researches/ xi. 69; and H. H. Wilson, in
Reiaaud, 'M6moire sur 1'Inde/ p. 392.